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capability in making out the looks and tones of others.1
And, however this may be, it is certain that with the
progress of life a good part of this interpretation comes
to be automatic or unconscious, approximating in
character to a sense-perception. To recognize content-
ment in a placid smile is, one would say, hardly less
immediate and intuitive than to recognize the coolness
of a stream.

We must, of course, all allow that the fusion of
the preservative and the representative element is,
speaking generally, more complete in the case of sense-
perception than in that here considered. In spite of
Berkeley's masterly account of the rationale of visual
perception as an interpretation of " visual language '*'
and all that has confirmed it, the plain man cannot, at
the moment of looking at an object, easily bring him-
self to admit that distance is not directly present to his
vision. On the other hand, on cool reflection, he will
recognize that the complacent benevolent sentiment is
distinct from the particular movements and changes in
the eye and other features which express it. Yet, while-
admitting this, I must contend that there is no very
hard and fast line dividing the two processes, but that
the reading of others' feelings approximates in charac-
ter to an act of perception.

An intuitive insight may, then, be defined as that
instantaneous, automatic, or " unconscious" mode of

1 I purposely leave aside here the philosophical question, whether
the knowledge of others' feelings is intuitive in the sense of being
altogether independent of experience, and the manifestation of a
fundamental belief. The inherited power referred to in the text
might, of course, be viewed as a transmitted result of ancestral
experience.